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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi everyone,
Well, another year has slipped by and the busy month of
December will be here by the time our publisher Geoff
Rose puts his final touches to the Newsletter.
Rick Holmes, our former long serving Secretary and
lifelong member of our Association has announced that he
will be stepping down from the Committee at the end of this
year. Rick has offered to be available at the end of a
telephone line (or dare I suggest NBN?) should I, or others
on the committee, seek to tap into his wealth of knowledge
about our Branch of the Association.
Rick’s stepping down does provide me with a neat little
segue to suggest that there is always an opportunity for
any member wanting to make a contribution to the smooth
running of our Branch to join our other volunteers on the
committee. I’m only a phone call away.
December is the month when our Branch, in conjunction
with the Air Force Association Foundation, will again be
awarding bursaries to eligible dependants for education
or training courses.
This year, for the first time, we have
promoted the availability of bursaries to all branches of the AFA Victoria.
In the previous newsletter, I mentioned that there were possible changes being planned for
commemoration of Vietnam Veterans in 2018. After the emphasis placed on the Battle of Long
Tan in 2016, there was some thought within the Vietnam Veterans Association that the 50 th
anniversary of the Battle of Coral and Balmoral be commemorated on a day to be determined in
May 2018 and that there be no commemorative activities at the Shrine on 18 th August – rather
local branches would arrange for Vietnam Veteran commemorative activities to be held locally.
At the recent VVAA State Council meeting, the topic generated some lively discussion with almost
all delegates opposed to the suggestion tabled by the executive. General feeling was that our
long-standing arrangement with the Shrine for commemoration of Vietnam Veterans Day should
not be altered. So, our annual gathering on the 18th August will remain unchanged although there
may be some emphasis given to the Coral/Balmoral battle.
Finally, members may be aware that the Vietnamese-Australian community (led by the Vietnamese
Community of Australia – Victoria Chapter (VCA-Vic)), in a final gesture to mark forty years of
settlement in Australia, have expressed the desire to create a memorial to honour the 521
Australians who died during the Vietnam war. The memorial is being constructed in the Kevin
Wheelahan Gardens, adjacent to the Sunshine RSL, Dickson St, Sunshine. At the ‘Turning of the
Sod’ Ceremony, 521 white crosses, bearing the name of each of the fallen veterans, an Australian
Flag and a Poppy of Remembrance, were placed in tribute. A Dedication Ceremony will be held at
1100 on 16 December 2017 and an invitation has been issued to members of the VVAA, families
and friends. I will be attending, and I am sure that anyone from our Branch would be made most
welcome. There is more information on this event in the ‘Did You Know’ section of the Newsletter.
Christmas Greetings to all and very best wishes for 2018.
Chris Hudnott
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NOTICE BOARD

NOTICE OF THE RAAFVVA/AFA (Vic) VIETNAM
BRANCH 2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
TO BE HELD JOINTLY ON SUNDAY
THE 11TH OF FEBRUARY 2018

The Annual General Meetings of the RAAF Vietnam Veterans Association and the Air Force
Association (Vic) Vietnam Branch will be held concurrently on Sunday the 11TH February 2018
commencing at 1400 hours.
The venue for these meetings is the RAAF Association
Headquarters, 24-36 Camberwell Road, East Hawthorn, Vic 3123.
Any financial member who wishes to raise an item of general business is requested to notify the
Secretary no later than the 31st of January 2018.
All committee positions are open for nomination from any financial member of these Associations
prior to 31st January 2018. Nominations for other than Executive Committee positions will be
accepted up to the election of office bearers at the AGM. Members may nominate themselves
without having to have another member second the nomination. Nomination Forms are available
from the Secretary.
A light lunch of finger food will be provided from 1300 hrs prior to the commencement of the
AGM. On completion of the AGM there will be free drinks for those attending. It is a good
opportunity to have a mini reunion.
AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

Opening – ODE
Presidents welcome and general announcements
Presentation of Air Force Association Bursary Certificates
Attendance Register
Apologies
Acceptance of previous Minutes
Business arising from those Minutes
Financial Report for year ending 31st December 2017
Correspondence
General Business
•
Membership Report for previous year
•
Membership as at AGM
•
Donation recognition
President's Report and questions from the floor
Election of Office Bearers
Honours and Awards
Closure

Gill Coughlan
Secretary
RAAFVVA
AFA (Vic) VN Branch
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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION
VIETNAM VETERANS BURSARY
2018

*CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS – Friday, 19th January 2018*
The Royal Australian Air Force (Vic) Foundation in conjunction with the Royal Australian Air Force
Vietnam Veterans Association (Vic) has established an annual Bursary for eligible dependents.
The annual Bursary, administered by the RAAF Vietnam Veterans Association (RAAFVVA), is
intended to assist the children, grandchildren, adopted and foster children of primarily RAAF
Vietnam Veterans who are enrolled, undertaking or are about to undertake recognised academic or
vocational courses of education and training.
The Bursary represents another facet of the assistance both Associations are delivering to former
and serving RAAF members and their families.
Further details, including eligibility requirements and Application Form can be accessed
through the ‘Bursary’ page of our website: www.raafvva.org.au
Please address your Application to Mrs Gill Goughlan, Secretary RAAFVVA, via: Email: gilly4346@gmail.com or,
Australia Post: PO Box 281
Hampton Park Vic 3976
Note: 1. Applicants may apply separately or be nominated by any Branch member of the Air
Force Association and/or RAAF Vietnam Veterans Association.
2. When completing the Application Form, please ensure you advise the educational or
training course you are undertaking (or planning to undertake).
3. Previous scholarship winners are entitled to reapply.

The John ‘Snow’ Coughlan CGM
ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD

The Lee and Ellen Scully
ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD

These two separate Awards,
named in honour of our highly
esteemed past members, will
provide an amount of five
hundred dollars to applicants
deemed most worthy of such
assistance.
All applicants for the Bursary
will be considered for either
the Lee and Ellen Scully, or
John ‘Snow’ Coughlan CGM
Encouragement Award, so no
need to apply separately.

*CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS – FRIDAY, 19th JANUARY 2018*
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Monthly Luncheon
Due to our AGM on 11th Feb, the next monthly luncheon is planned for Wednesday, 21st March
2018 at the Mail Exchange Hotel - 688 Bourke Street, City, (corner of Bourke and Spencer St’s).
NB: Gill Coughlan, our hard-working
Secretary, requests that you please
notify her by the Monday prior, of
your intention to join us for lunch at
the Mail Exchange.
This will enable a more accurate
number to be passed to the hotel
when making the monthly booking.
Gill’s mobile: 040 850 3986
Email:
gilly4346@gmail.com
Generally, our monthly luncheons are planned for the third Wednesday of each month. However,
dates, and any changes, will be posted on our website blog as soon as available.

Our Member, Alan White, has published a very informative and educational book:

My website is www.theprostatezone.com and people can buy the book via my website or via
www.amazon.com. It is also available to download as an e-book. The price via my website is
$25 plus $5 for postage. I am happy to answer emails or take calls from anyone with any queries.
Alan White on, Ph: (03) 9598 1007, Mobile: 0407 617 800 or email: alan@theprostatezone.com
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Going overseas?

Our member, Dan Nebauer, offers discounts to current and ex ADF
members. Dan specialises in Asian travel, but his knowledge and experience can cater for all
your international and/or domestic travel needs.
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OUT AND ABOUT
CARE PARCEL 2017
(Transcribed from AFA (Vic) website - http://raafavic.org.au)
On 9 November a team of Air Force Association Victoria volunteers gathered at the Association’s
Hawthorn office to assemble and dispatch 705 Care Parcels for deployed Air Force personnel in
the Middle East and elsewhere.

A mountain of goodies to go into the AFA (Victoria) Care Parcels for our members serving overseas.

This year the AFA team was joined by volunteers from 21 Squadron, led by their Commanding
Officer, Wing Commander Nigel Leurs. As past recipients of the AFA’s Care Parcel Program, the
21 Sqn members know how important it is to receive a little something from home at Christmas.
AFA (Vic) has been running this program for several years and while in recent times the majority of
deployed Air Force personnel have originated from NSW, Queensland and the ACT, our Victoria
Division continues to drive the program on behalf of the national Air Force Association.
“Any duty that separates us from our loved ones is challenging for members and for those at home
– especially at Christmas,” said AFA Victorian President, Carl Schiller OAM CSM.
“Air Force personnel have a proud history of meeting operational demands overseas and the
Association is immensely proud of our deployed members’ commitment and professionalism. We
see the Care Parcels as an expression of support and pride in their endeavours.”
The parcels weigh approximately 1kg and include a range of personal and confectionery items
catering for both men and women.
The Care Parcel Program has received numerous positive responses from recipients of the
parcels, indicating the program is having a positive impact on the morale of deployed personnel.
Thank you to all the following volunteers who gave up their time to support our serving members
overseas – you did a wonderful job: John McCrystal, Max McGregor, Paul Rourke, Bruce Lovett,
Di Hoopert, Peter Wilson, Cheryl McCrystal, Carol, Chris Hudnott, Barb Stallard, Ron and Allana
Kirk, Adrian Catt, Alan White, Bob Gannaway, Ted Hayes, Graeme Dodd, Deb Lewis, Peter Kelly,
Alan Alcock, John McDonald, 21 Squadron personnel
8

9

Members of the AAFC formed the Catafalque Party.

GRPCAPT Carl Schiller, OAM CSM (Retd), President AFA (Vic) and President No 2 SQN
Association, provided the Message of Welcome. Guest Speaker, AIRCDRE Geoffrey Harland,
AM CSC DSM, SAFO Vic and Commander Air Force Training Group, presented a brief history of
the AFC and RAAF, paying special tribute to those who had paid the ultimate sacrifice, and
remembering all members, past and present, who have served their country.
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Highlight of this year’s Point Cook Pilgrimage was the unveiling of a plaque by AIRCDRE Geoffrey
Harland. The plaque, located on left side of a low wall that surrounds the monument, is designed
to inform visitors of the two scrolls inserted beneath the keystone at top of the monument.
The first scroll was inserted during the monuments dedication on October 30 th, 1938, and contains
the names of AFC airmen who lost their lives in the Great War.
AIRCDRE Harland inserted the second scroll, alongside the original, at last year’s Pilgrimage. It
contains the names 11,401 AFC and RAAF personnel who paid the supreme sacrifice on
operational service.
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A number of wreaths were laid
at the base of the AFC
Monument by members representing either their current
RAAF Unit or ex Service
Organisation.
Left: Peter Colliver and Carl
Schiller OAM CSM, placed
their wreaths on behalf of AFA
National and AFA Vic Division,
respectively.
Right: Chris Hudnott, laid a
wreath on behalf of members
of RAAFVVA/AFA Vic, VN
Branch.

Members of the RAAF Band played selected music during the service and
Band Musician, LAC Jason Reeve sounded the Last Post and Rouse
12

No, it didn’t rain, but doesn’t mean you can’t be prepared.

End of the proceedings

All were invited to the Officers’ Mess for light refreshments. Prior to partaking though, Carl Schiller
called AIRCDRE Harland forward to thank him for past assistance and support to the AFA during
his time in Victoria and congratulated and wished him well for his next posting in the New Year.
WNG CDR No 21 SQN, Nigel Leurs, a past working colleague and long-time friend of Carl’s, was
also called forward to receive a gift from AFA (Vic) in appreciation of the close co-operation and
support that has existed between 21 Sqn and the AFA since Nigel’s appointment to the Squadron.
Earlier this year, AFA Vic Division inaugurated the new 21 Squadron Branch.
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Flypast aircraft from the RAAF Museum ‘pitch into the circuit’ for landing.

One Harvard, three Winjeels

and two CT4s.
Again, the pilots from RAAF Museum Flight put on a great display of formation flying.
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DID YOU KNOW?
CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST - HONORARY TREASURER - B24
LIBERATOR RESTORATION AUSTRALIA

Dear Colleagues
B24 Liberator Restoration Australia is a not-for-profit organisation, which is located in a WWII
hangar at Farm Road Werribee. The organisation has been restoring a B24 Liberator aircraft over
the past 20 years, which is well advanced following countless hours of painstaking restoration.
B24 Liberator Restoration Australia is preserving aviation and RAAF history, and is providing the
often understated benefits of fellowship and fostering community spirit. The restoration site
receives many visitors throughout the year and hopefully will receive Museum status in the near
future. More information about the group’s operation can be obtained by visiting its website
at http://www.b24australia.org.au/home.
The group is seeking to fill its Honorary Treasurer position commencing the end of January 2018
following the retirement of the present incumbent. The new incumbent would ideally be a qualified
accountant or someone with extensive bookkeeping experience. Position duties include:
- maintenance of financial records, including monthly financial reports
- receipts (shop, donations, membership revenue) and payments (internet banking)
- liaison with National Trust regarding donations
Accounting is EXCEL-based to maintain the system’s simplicity. Position workload is estimated at
2-2.5 hours per week.
This voluntary position would be a rewarding experience for a suitably qualified person to work with
a group of passionate, dedicated individuals. Our Association has a B24 Liberator Branch based
at the Werribee complex.
Interested parties should contact Judith Gilbert, Secretary B24 Liberator Restoration Australia at
liberator@b24australia.org.au or phone (03)9734 0094.
Warm regards

Carl Schiller, OAM CSM
President, Air Force Association (Victorian Division) & Patron, B24 Liberator Restoration Australia
Mob: 0412 814 212
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A very interesting story...
A Grandson of slaves, a boy was born in a poor neighbourhood of New Orleans known as the
"Back of Town." His father abandoned the family when the child was an infant. His mother
became a prostitute and the boy and his sister had to live with their grandmother.
Early in life he proved to be gifted for music and, with three other kids, he sang in the streets of
New Orleans.
His first gains were the coins that were thrown to them.
A Jewish family, Karnofsky, who had immigrated from Lithuania to the USA had pity for the 7-yearold boy and brought him into their home. They initially gave him 'work' in their house, to feed this
hungry child. There he remained and slept in this Jewish family's home where, for the first time in
his life, he was treated with kindness and tenderness.
When he went to bed, Mrs. Karnofsky sang him a Russian Lullaby that he would sing with her.
Later, he learned to sing and play several Russian and Jewish songs.
Over time, this boy became the adopted son of this family.
The Karnofskys gave him money to buy his first musical instrument, as was the custom in the
Jewish families. They sincerely admired his musical talent.
Later, when he became a professional musician and composer, he used these Jewish melodies in
compositions, such as St. James Infirmary and Go Down Moses.
The little black boy grew up and wrote a book about this Jewish family who had adopted him in
1907.
In memory of this family and until the end of his life, he wore a Star of David and said that in this
family he had learned "how to live real life and determination."
You might recognize his name. This little boy was called Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong.
Louis Armstrong proudly spoke fluent Yiddish!

And I bet you did not know any of this........."Satchmo" is Yiddish for "Big Cheeks"!!!!!!!!!!
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HEALTH and WELFARE
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THE PADRE’S PAGE
A PLAN FOR LIVING
We come to the second of King Solomon’s
suggestions from the Book of Proverbs found in the
Bible. Last time he asked the question, “Why is it
difficult to Trust?”. Difficulties concerning basic
trust which occur at a natural level can hinder our
ability to trust at a spiritual level, how do we
overcome this problem?
The first thing we must do is to demonstrate a
willingness to forgive those who deprived us, hurt us
or betrayed us. That’s hard, you might say – and my
reply is this: “Yes, particularly if you have been badly
let down or abused, it is indeed hard – but not
impossible”.
Here’s how you can go about it. You focus first on
how much you have been forgiven. One of the keys
to forgiving others is to enter into a realised
awareness of how much God has forgiven you. Dr
Selwyn Hughes shares his experience in counselling.
When people have told me in a counselling session,
“My problem is that I can’t forgive”, I have usually
responded by saying, “No, that’s not the problem.
Your problem is that you don’t know how much you
have been forgiven”. It may be difficult for some to
see this, especially those who have experienced
betrayal and gone through deep hurt, but anything
others have done to us, is not as awful as what we
have done to God.
If you have difficulty with that last statement it is because you do not understand the true nature of sin. Sin is taking the Creator of the universe
and relegating Him to irrelevance, it is saying to the One who made us, “I can run my life
on my own terms”. Sin is insanity – and you and I have been guilty of that. Yet, because
Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins, God has forgiven us, pardoned us, and bestowed
upon us His royal favour. Having been given such forgiveness, can we withhold it from
anyone who has hurt us or betrayed our trust, no matter how awful or painful that hurt has
been?
I have no doubt that God will abundantly bless you as you apply the above to any situation
that has bothered you in the past. With my prayers for God’s richest blessing for you and
all your loved ones over this Christmas time, and into the New Year ahead.
As ever, George G.
Rev George G Ashworth OAM RFD
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ON THE LIGHTER SiDE
With the upcoming Festive Season and warmer weather RAAFVVA and AFA
remind all members to review, and adhere to, “The Guidelines for Responsible
Consumption of Alcohol”. However, having said that, it does not mean you can’t
still laugh at these jokes - while enjoying a quiet ‘coldie’.
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That reminds me: lately I’ve noticed I
sometimes forget to do my fly up after I go
to the toilet.
And sometimes, I forget to take it down BEFORE I go !!!!

The President and Committee Wish All Members and
Their Loved Ones a Very Merry Christmas and Safe,
Happy and Prosperous 2018
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TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS TO VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION
VICTORIAN BRANCH INC. AND AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA
WELFARE PATRIOTIC FUNDS
DONATIONS

Donations made by members of the RAAF VVAA Victoria Sub-Branch or the Vietnam Veterans
Branch of the Air Force Association Victoria are tax deductible. Donations
made to either
Association Sub-Branch/Branch must indicate the gift is specifically for welfare.
(Renewal
membership forms allow members to note their donation is for this purpose).
Donations received on this basis must be used for the welfare and support of veterans, and receipts
will be issued for all donations over $2.00 received. All money gifted for welfare purposes is
welfare/veteran support directed, with your Associations and State Government accounting
requirements strictly adhered to, and subject to annual audit.
If you wish to adopt either/both Associations as your family charity, just make your cheque
donation payable to the preferred Welfare Patriotic Fund. For the RAAF VVAA Sub-Branch,
forward your cheque to the Sub-Branch Treasurer. For the AFA Vietnam Veterans Branch,
forward the cheque direct to the Association Office Manager, PO Box 1038, Hawthorn BC, Vic
3122. Your tax-deductible receipt will then be promptly returned. Remember, even the smallest
donation is appreciated.
BEQUESTS AND LEGACIES
Making a Will is recommended, and is good asset planning. It provides you and those for whom
you care with financial peace of mind, ensuring security for your family, and enables bequests to be
made to Charities/Associations representing your on-going interests.
Bequests and Legacies are gifts of specified identified possessions or specified amounts of money
gifted to an individual, group of people, or a charitable Organization or Association. Please
consider the Vietnam Veterans Branch or Sub-Branch of your member Association as a preferred
charity. Remember, it is possible that at some future time assistance sought from your Association
will be for the benefit of yourself or your family.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------VVCS - VETERANS and VETERANS FAMILIES COUNSELLING SERVICE
(A Service Founded by the Vietnam Veterans)
Normal Hours:
8640 8700
Crisis Line (after hours)
1800 011 046
DVA VICTORIA
Normal Hours:
133 254
Country/Regional:
1800 555 254
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In Hospital or Convalescing at Home?
Like us to know about it and/or have someone to visit to assist or just chat?
Name:…………………………………………………………………………………..…..................
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………................
Preferred Contact details:……..………………………………………………………….................
Post or Email your request to the Secretary, or give her a call on 040 850 3986 and we will try
and arrange a visit on your behalf.
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