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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Hi everyone,
The last few months have seen a few Branch activities for
our members. The National Vietnam Veterans Museum
featured in a couple of events. On 5th August, the recently
acquired Caribou was “launched” and is now re-assembled
and proudly positioned in front of the Museum entrance.
Many of our members will have fond memories of this
aircraft either at the pointy end or paxing in the rear. In his
promotion of this event, Bob Elworthy (President of the
Victorian Branch of the VVAA) invited veterans to walk down
memory lane and reminisce about “the pleasure of riding
with Wallaby Airlines with their comfortable adjustable seats,
whisper quiet engines, attentive cabin crew and in-flight
service”. It’s nice to know that 35 Squadron made such a
great impression on our Army colleagues!
The other notable activity at the NVVM on 22nd August was
arranged by the Air Force Association as part of its “Meet-aMate” program. This was a great day out - well organised and those attending were
treated to a guided tour and a free sit-down lunch thrown in for good measure.
I
encourage any folk who haven’t been to the Museum for a while to plan a visit. It really is
a first-class collection of exhibits and a lot of great development has been made in the last
year or so.
Weather for Vietnam Veterans Day on 18 August lived up to its usual challenging
reputation and although the forecast was not good, the organisers were able to arrange for
the rain to be delayed until 3 minutes after we had arrived for lunch at our local restaurant
adjacent to the Shrine. After the big turnout at last year’s fiftieth commemoration of the
Battle of Long Tan, it was anticipated that numbers would be a little light this year and this
turned out to be the case. There are moves afoot to amend the arrangements for VV Day
2018 and we will have some indication of the changes early next year.
All the best, and take care.
Chris Hudnott
President
Nobody, but nobody,
is going to criticise
the Vietnam era
colour- scheme of
RAAF ‘Huey’ A2-110
now!
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NOTICE BOARD
Monthly Luncheon
Next monthly luncheon is planned for Wednesday, 20th September 2017 at the Mail Exchange
Hotel - 688 Bourke Street, City, (corner of Bourke and Spencer St’s).
NB: Gill Coughlan, our hard-working
Secretary, requests that you please
notify her by the Monday prior, of
your intention to join us for lunch at
the Mail Exchange.
This will enable a more accurate
number to be passed to the hotel
when making the monthly booking.
Gill’s mobile: 040 850 3986
Email:
gilly4346@gmail.com
Generally, our monthly luncheons are planned for the third Wednesday of each month. However,
dates, and any changes, will be posted on our website blog as soon as available.

My website is www.theprostatezone.com and people can buy the book via my website or via
www.amazon.com. It is also available to download as an e-book. The price via my website is
$25 plus $5 for postage. I am happy to answer emails or take calls from anyone with any queries.
Alan White on, Ph: (03) 9598 1007, Mobile: 0407 617 800 or email: alan@theprostatezone.com
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Going overseas?

Our member, Dan Nebauer, offers discounts to current and ex ADF
members. Dan specialises in Asian travel, but his knowledge and experience can cater for all
your international and/or domestic travel needs.
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OUT AND ABOUT
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The Frontside

The Inside

The Tail
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The very supportive Parliamentary Member for Eastern Victoria, Harriet Shing, had the honour of
unveiling the Caribou Commemorative Plaque. Original RTFV pilot, Don Pollock, related some
experiences during his initial delivery and early operations of RAAF Caribou aircraft in Vietnam.
NVVM Patron, (and RAAFA VN Branch Member), Alan Reed AO, provided some of the history that
led to A4-231 being displayed at the Museum. Alan also stressed the NVVM exists, not only as an
Army Museum, but now includes enhanced displays of both RAAF and RAN memorabilia.

Patron Alan Reed, with Don Pollock and other ex RTFV/35Sqn members who attended.
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Vietnam Veterans’ Day 2017
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Following the large attendance at last year’s 50 th Anniversary, one could be well excused for
expecting fewer participants at this year’s occasion. That, coupled with an atrocious weather
forecast meant that one was correct with one’s prediction!
However, having said that, RAAFVVA/AFA members gathered at the RAAF Vietnam Plaque for a
short memorial service ahead of the main Vietnam Veterans’ Day commemoration.
Despite the previously mentioned weather forecast we were very fortunate to have sun glimpsing
through occasional gaps in the clouds. The brave, who attended, experienced rather calm, though
‘slightly’ chilly, conditions that were, unquestionably, vastly superior to those anticipated.

Alan Reed placed a wreath at the Plaque on behalf of all RAAFVVA/AFA VN Branch members.
President, Chris Hudnott recited prayers, provided by Rev George Ashworth, and AFA President,
Carl Schiller recited the Ode, prior to observance of a minute’s silence by all.

10

As usual, Vietnamese veterans were very enthusiastic about their inclusion.
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A gathering of 26 hardy RAAF
Vietnam Veterans mingled and
chatted excitedly behind the
Banner, while awaiting the March
Marshall’s signal to
indicate
commencement of the parade.
President Chris Hudnott, who on
Anzac Day, forms part of the ABC
Commentary Team, was eager to
take up the responsibility of leading
his Contingent, for the first time.
Finally, we were off - greatly assisted by the RAAF Band’s stirring March-music.

A quick step up the Forecourt, left-wheel around in front of the Shrine, and it was over.
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VVAA Vic State President, Bob Elworthy AM
provided the Welcome Address.

Dr Dorothy Angell OAM FACN gave the Keynote Address, speaking about activities of the
SEATO Surgical and Medical Teams Vietnam

On completion of speeches and wreath laying, it was down to the Seasons Hotel Restaurant for
what has become, our traditional ‘Post Commemoration Luncheon’ (and social get-together).
Believe it or not, it was only five minutes after arriving, that the heavens opened-up and the rain
started, but only until it was time to leave and then the rain stopped. So lucky with the weather!
The venue had been booked to cater for 35. 25 members and guests attended, so being short on
numbers, there was more than enough food and (almost) enough beverages to satisfy appetites.

From front left: Dave Grierson, Mike Lewino, Neil Morgan, Mike Dunn, Empty Chair, Gill Coughlan
Dave and Gerri Mehegan
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Graeme Dodd, Nick LeRay-Meyer, Alan Reed and Chris Hudnott

Gareth Davis, Golda and Rick Holmes, and Russ Hateley

Max McGregor, John Elliot and Carl Schiller

Alan White, Ron Douglas, Peter Clemmens, Ken Ewin, Ray Appleford and Geoff Rose
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DID YOU KNOW?
Another Honour for Former Secretary Rick Holmes

Rick Holmes was granted Lifetime Membership to RAAFVV/AFA at this year’s AGM, in recognition
of his dedication and hard work over a twelve-year period as our Secretary. Well, following the
June Committee meeting, Rick’s replacement, (the equally dedicated and hard-working) Gill
Coughlan, shocked Rick with another surprise.
‘Snow’ Coughlan, as a founding member of RAAFVVA, had also been awarded Lifetime
Membership. Gill handed ‘Snow’s’ Badge over to Rick. Such an honour for Rick, to wear the
Badge that had been presented to such a great man - and real-life hero.
Meanwhile, at the ‘Robert Taylor Museum of Worldwide Arms, in Vung Tau:

Peter Raymant and Geoff Rose, both on separate trips to
Vietnam, in August, met up and visited the John ‘Snow’
Coughlan exhibit.
The Museum holds a very impressive display of uniforms
and militaria from throughout the Ages. A visit can take at
least 2 hours to complete - time well spent.
15

Reassurance from the Repatriation Commission about Retirement Village Living
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Information about Steamrail Victoria, forwarded by Alan White
Steamrail Victoria is a non-profit organisation dedicated to the restoration and operation of vintage
steam, diesel and electric locomotives and carriages.
The Vintage Train© operates monthly to destinations throughout the state. It travels all over the
Victorian Railways’ broad-gauge network offering a variety of tours for all tastes, including
weekend excursions to interesting and popular destinations.
The Steamrail carriage fleet comprises some thirty cars including sitting, sleeping and specialist
vehicles. These vehicles date back to the early 20th century and feature comfortable seating,
varnished wood panelling and opening windows. Trains have a kiosk car and most include a
licensed bar.
The Newport Railway Workshops were built in the 1880s and were actually the birthplace of many
of our locomotives and carriages. These facilities enable us to keep our historic fleet in tiptop
shape, and to carry out current restoration projects such as the precious A2 steam locomotive and
vintage diesel B72.
We welcome new members as well as new volunteer workers. We are always in need of
assistance in a huge variety of tasks that keep Steamrail operating. People interested in visiting
the workshops to see preservation in action are always welcome.
We have a fleet of 7 operational steam locomotives, 6 operational diesel locomotives and 43
carriages. There are 5 steam locomotives and 3 diesel locomotives in storage at Newport with 4
steam locomotives in storage at Ballarat.
If you wish to have a group tour please contact me on 0409213600, otherwise individual members
are welcome.
The workshops are located in West Block, Newport Workshops, Shea Street
Newport. Active days are Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
Thanks
Bob Wigg
Volunteer Coordinator
Steamrail Victoria Inc
17

HEALTH and WELFARE
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Be Aware when taking your Meds
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THE PADRE’S PAGE
A PLAN FOR LIVING
The wisest man who ever lived was Solomon. He is
remembered by his wonderful Proverbs found in the
Old Testament. I have been looking at these great
words of wisdom and thought we could benefit on a
series under the general heading: “A Plan for Living”.
King Solomon starts with the theme “The Ability to
Trust”, (Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding). The theme of Trust
occurs throughout Proverbs.
It appears in almost
every passage and on every page. The word “trust”
itself occurs quite often, the frequency varying
according to the translation you read (in the
Authorised Version, for example, “trust” appears nine
times). Trust in God is shown in Proverbs to be of
greater value than any other human endeavour,
however well planned and clever. According to Rabbi
Bar Kappa, the verse which is our text for today is the
pivot around which all the essential principles of
Judaism revolve.
He claims that these words
summarise the teaching of the whole of the Old
Testament and give a clear focus to the fact that the
wise are those who trust God and follow His
directions for living.
But what exactly is trust? How important is it to
daily living? Why does the theme of trust occur so
many times, not only in Proverbs but in other parts of
Scripture as well? The dictionary defines trust as a
“firm belief in reliability, honesty, veracity, justice
and strength of a person or thing”. Basically, trust is confidence – confidence that what we
believe about a person or thing is true.
We tend to think of trust as being a spiritual quality, but actually it is an essential part of life
for everyone. It would be very difficult to get through a single day without the exercise of
trust. All governments, all economies, all institutions, all marriages and all relationships
between people are fundamentally governed by trust. We cannot relate well to God or
others unless we have the ability to trust.
Together with my Prayers for God’s richest blessing on you and your loved ones.
As ever, George G.
Rev George G Ashworth OAM RFD
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VALE
RAAF Vietnam Veterans

RAAVVA President Chris Hudnott and member, Alan White attended Lee’s Memorial Service
at Hunters Hill in Sydney on Sunday 18th June.
Chris provided the following comments on his return: “Everything was very well planned and went
over very well although very moving for everyone there. Lee’s son, Shane gave an interesting and
heartfelt / emotional address. Big crowd (I’m guessing maybe 50 or so) attended. 35 Squadron
was represented by a FLTLT and WOFF which was great to see.”

22

Good afternoon family and friends of Lee.
I’m Chris Hudnott from the Victorian RAAFVVA. Lee’s accident has had a profound effect on our
members so I feel privileged to be here today to represent his Melbourne based colleagues.
Lee was a member of this association for many years. His initial contribution was as a Welfare
Officer and he dedicated his time and energy to helping veterans and their families access the
benefits provided by the DVA. He and his wife Ellen were both very caring people and dedicated
to assisting people when they encountered difficult and stressful times. The primary role of
Veteran Associations is the provision of welfare to veterans and Lee took his responsibility very
seriously. He supported the aims of reaching out to members who were hospitalised or needed
care and responding to individual requests. It’s been mentioned to me that Lee would often travel
to meet with welfare clients on his bike (sometimes with Ellen as a pillion passenger) which would
have projected Lee correctly as a regular all round good bloke with no airs and graces and would
certainly have broken the ice in the subsequent discussion between Lee and the veteran.
Lee took over the role of President of the Association in 2010 and during the next four years
successfully led a major change to the Association where members of the VVAA transferred to the
AFA (VV Branch).
Lee’s leadership during this time saw a seamless transition to the new
arrangement with the committee maintaining the links with the VVAA. Lee was also a great
supporter of the NVVM at Philip Island and the VV Commemorative Walk at Seymour in Victoria.
Lee was never backward about expressing political views regarding care of the less well off in the
community -particularly the veteran community- and he often used his page in the quarterly RAAF
VVA Newsletter to good effect.
In 2014, after 4 successful years, Lee stood down as President but remained on the Committee
and maintained his commitment to Welfare. He also took on the role of Special Projects and this
opened up numerous opportunities for Lee to display his dogged determination in dealing with
bureaucracy. One recent success that he had was a battle with the Defence Department lasting
not one, not two but three whole years for recognition of the outstanding performance of the RAAF
Caribou Transport Flight given the total lack of any Australian Government acknowledgement for
the unit’s service in Vietnam. Lee’s work eventually resulted in Australian Government approval for
the award of the RVN Cross of Gallantry with Palm earlier this year to personnel who served in
eligible RAAF and RAN Units.
2014 was a memorable and personally rewarding year for Lee and he attended the Caribou aircraft
reunion for veterans and serving members of Caribou squadrons in Coffs Harbour in early August.
Later in the month he was invited by the VVAA to deliver the keynote address on VV day following
the Melbourne march on the 50 th anniversary of the deployment of Caribou in August 1964. Lee
landed the job as he was one of the early members of this deployment. It was a great address
and with Lee’s typical unpretentiousness he reported “that his reminiscences were well received”.
I mentioned before that Lee was a great supporter of the NVVM. With me and a few others, he
spent a weekend late last year repainting the Iroquois helicopter. This aircraft had been delivered
to the museum in Army colours and did not accurately represent the RAAF colour scheme that had
been used in Vietnam. We all took great delight and used every photo-opportunity as we sanded
off the Army decals before the aircraft was repainted in its original colours.
One of the annual presentations made by the RAAFVVA is a financial bursary to children or
grandchildren of veterans. This is mainly financed by the AFA but one initiative taken by Lee after
Ellen passed away was his introduction of an Ellen Scully encouragement award to young
students. Lee saw this as an important function of the Association and he was keen to see the
award made to students embarking on a caring or compassionate career in memory of Ellen.
On behalf of Lee’s friends in the RAAFVVA and the AFA, I’d like to express our sympathy to Lee’s
family. He was a compassionate and talented man and a true veteran over so many years. Lee,
we salute you. Your job is done, may you now rest in peace and to use the expression so familiar
to all Australian veterans in maintaining the memory of our former colleagues – Lest We Forget.
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Another of our members to leave us suddenly was “Jack” Reilly, who passed away on 4th June.
His Funeral Service was held in Seymour on 14th June and was also very well attended.

Brendan Lynch was so impressed by this Poem, read out at the Service, that he sought permission
for it to be included in our Newsletter. Permission was granted, willingly.
WHEN THE BANDS ALL CEASE TO PLAY
Have you ever seen the veterans
Parading through the street,
Have you ever heard the rhythm
Of their weary marching feet?

Here is the spirit of the Anzac
And on this hallowed day
Their friends come back to join them,
But in a special sort of way;

Have you ever heard the jingle
Of the medals on their chest,
When the bands all cease to play,
And the Pipers take their rest

Because for every one you see,
Marching down the street,
There’s a thousand there beside them,
But they march on silent feet.

Have you stood and watched them
As down Martin Place they come,
Marching slowly to the beat
Of a lonely muffled drum?

For friendships born in battle
Are of the rarest kind
They extend beyond the grave;
Withstand the tyranny of time.

Have you ever wondered why
The flags are at half-staff,
Have you ever seen their faces
As they pass the Cenotaph?

So, if you listen with your heart,
Come next Anzac Day
Perhaps you’ll understand
Why they are marching on parade:

Have you ever caught a glimpse
Of the mist that fills their eyes
As they think about old friends
No longer by their sides?

It is for that sacred moment;
That moment in the day –
When the Pipers take their rest
And the bands all cease to play.

Then have you seen them raise their heads
And march as in years gone by
When the bands begin to play again
And the Pipes their glory cry?

Written by:- Vic “Blue” Jeffries
9 SQN Vietnam 1966-67

Lest We Forget
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TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS TO VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION
VICTORIAN BRANCH INC. AND AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION VICTORIA
WELFARE PATRIOTIC FUNDS
DONATIONS

Donations made by members of the RAAF VVAA Victoria Sub-Branch or the Vietnam Veterans
Branch of the Air Force Association Victoria are tax deductible. Donations
made to either
Association Sub-Branch/Branch must indicate the gift is specifically for welfare.
(Renewal
membership forms allow members to note their donation is for this purpose).
Donations received on this basis must be used for the welfare and support of veterans, and receipts
will be issued for all donations over $2.00 received. All money gifted for welfare purposes is
welfare/veteran support directed, with your Associations and State Government accounting
requirements strictly adhered to, and subject to annual audit.
If you wish to adopt either/both Associations as your family charity, just make your cheque
donation payable to the preferred Welfare Patriotic Fund. For the RAAF VVAA Sub-Branch,
forward your cheque to the Sub-Branch Treasurer. For the AFA Vietnam Veterans Branch,
forward the cheque direct to the Association Office Manager, PO Box 1038, Hawthorn BC, Vic
3122. Your tax-deductible receipt will then be promptly returned. Remember, even the smallest
donation is appreciated.
BEQUESTS AND LEGACIES
Making a Will is recommended, and is good asset planning. It provides you and those for whom
you care with financial peace of mind, ensuring security for your family, and enables bequests to be
made to Charities/Associations representing your on-going interests.
Bequests and Legacies are gifts of specified identified possessions or specified amounts of money
gifted to an individual, group of people, or a charitable Organization or Association. Please
consider the Vietnam Veterans Branch or Sub-Branch of your member Association as a preferred
charity. Remember, it is possible that at some future time assistance sought from your Association
will be for the benefit of yourself or your family.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------VVCS - VETERANS and VETERANS FAMILIES COUNSELLING SERVICE
(A Service Founded by the Vietnam Veterans)
Normal Hours:
8640 8700
Crisis Line (after hours)
1800 011 046
DVA VICTORIA
Normal Hours:
133 254
Country/Regional:
1800 555 254
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In Hospital or Convalescing at Home?
Like us to know about it and/or have someone to visit to assist or just chat?
Name:…………………………………………………………………………………..…..................
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………................
Preferred Contact details:……..………………………………………………………….................
Post or Email your request to the Secretary, or give her a call on 040 850 3986 and we will try
and arrange a visit on your behalf.
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