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President’s Message
Office

Hello everyone and Happy New Year for
2018.
I trust that you all had a Merry Christmas
with your families and friends and above
all, a safe time, wherever you might have
been over the holiday period. Our
Branch's Christmas Luncheon was a
great success despite our numbers being
slightly down by a few compared to last
year's function and on behalf of the
Committee I take this opportunity to
thank everyone who attended and by doing so, gave their support
to the Branch. It was also good to see again a few of our "out of
towners", especially David and Mary Crickmore, who once again
made the long trip down from Hervey Bay. On a personal note,
my special thanks to Hugh and Wendy Tank and Adel
Vanliessum for their efforts yet again in the organising of the day
and John, Peter, Tony and Shaun, the rest of our Committee for
their continued support and help. The opportunity for me to
attend the usual January Annual Graduation Parade of the 4WG
AAFC Promotion Detachment slipped by me due to the fact that
it was held this year at Puckapunyal. However I have been able
to obtain the results and they can be found elsewhere in this
newsletter. My grateful thanks to FLGOFF Sarah Gulam for her
valuable assistance in supplying this information at such short
notice.
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Please send your contributions to
scsiac@bigpond.com
Or
Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699
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Welfare
Branch Welfare Officers
Hugh Tank on 03 9877 3424
and Peter Wilson

If you are aware of any member who is
unwell please contact Hugh or Peter.

Kindest Regards to all.
Laurie
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AAFC News
4WG AAFC January Promotion Courses and Graduation Parade

The 4WG promotion courses have concluded at Puckapunyal National Service Lines. Detachment
Commander was SQNLDR (AAFC) Greg Spiers, assisted by SQNLDR (AAFC) Kylie Walker and
WOFF (AAFC) Matt Cane.
Award winners were
225 JNCO DUX
LCDT Aashutosh Sapkota
226 JNCO DUX
LCDT William Ngo
227 JNCO DUX
LCDT Scarlett Marks-Boulton
228 JNCO DUX
LCDT Madeline Phillips
127 SNCO DUX
CCPL Eric Choi
128 SNCO DUX
CCPL Jeanne Choo
35 CWOFF DUX
CFSGT Warrick Howell
50 CUO DUX
CFSGT Jack Wong
Air Vice Marshal Wrigley Sword of Honour for the Dux of 50 Cadet Under Officer Course CFSGT Jack Wong of 415 & 405SQN's.
Warrant Officer Ron Douglas Shield for the Dux of 35 Cadet Warrant Officer Course CFSGT Warrick Howell 429SQN.
Flight Lieutenant V.P. Daly Award for highest mark overall in Instructional Technique CSGT Sonal Weerasinghe 415SQN.
Flight Lieutenant Ack Loveless Memorial Award for the highest mark overall in Leadership Practical
and Theory is awarded to
CFSGT Huw Jones 413SQN.
Flight Lieutenant AIRTC Edward A. Grimshaw Memorial Award for the candidate displaying fair play
and commitment on the Cadet Under Officer or Cadet Warrant Officer Courses CFSGT Shehelah Dassenaike-Ousman from 35 CWOFF Course and 414SQN.
SQNLDR Albert Lindner PSM Shield for Overall Dux SNCO CCPL Jeanne Choo of 401SQN and 128 SNCO CSE.
Ross Watson Memorial Shield for Overall Dux JNCO LCDT Madeline Phillips of 401SQN and 228 JNCO Course.

Congratulations to CFSGT Warrick Howell from
429SQN who as Dux of Number 35 Cadet Warrant
Officer Course was awarded the Warrant Officer Ron
Douglas Shield. Ron is a former RAAF and AIRTC
WOD who delivered the CWOFF course in 4WG for
many years and still volunteers as a Civilian Instructor
with Operations Directorate and 4 Wing.
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More Pictures from the 4WG AAFC Promotion Courses Graduation Parade

The full range of parade photos and other course offerings are available on the 4WG Facebook Page at
https://www.facebook.com/4wg.aafc/
_________________________________________________________________________________
4WG EFTS Course # 1 from 4WG AAFC Facebook page.

Congratulations to 4WG AAFC
EFTS Course # 1.
From left to right they are:
CCPL Bridget McQueenie 406 SQN,
LCDT Sam Bothamley 406 SQN,
CUO Dylan Grenfell 416 SQN,
CUO Scott Smith 412 SQN,
LCDT Dean Blom 408 SQN
and
LCDT Martin Styevko 402 SQN.
It is with great pleasure that we introduce you to the first six candidates to undertake flying training
through 400 SQN and the Elementary Flying Training School (EFTS) AKA 4WG EFTS Course # 1.
These dedicated cadets have worked very hard for their selection on this initial flying training course
and again have been working very hard and becoming a fantastic team commencing the first stage of the
course last Sunday 21 January 2018 to conclude tomorrow the 25 January 2018.
The course is designed to deliver all theory and flying training required over several stages throughout
2018 to take these cadets firstly to their first solo powered flight then onto their Recreational Pilots
License at no cost but time to the cadets. This is the first powered flying training course that 400 SQN
with EFTS will conduct with many more courses of cadets from 4WG throughout this year and of
course ongoing into the future.
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Air Force Cadets 'first' - the Duke of Edinburgh Award long service medal

Images courtesy WOFF(AAFC) Bree Neve & FSGT(AAFC) Rachel Turnell

Warrant Officer (AAFC) April-Ann Currie, has become the first Australian Air Force Cadets member to
be awarded the Duke of Edinburgh International Award's Long Service Medal.
WOFF(AAFC) Currie has completed more than 30 years’ service to the Award, and the medal
honouring her extraordinary commitment was presented at No 4 Wing (Victoria) Promotion Course
Parade at Puckapunyal on 23rd January by Wing Commander (AAFC) Shaun Young, Officer
Commanding No 4 Wing (Victoria) and Wing Commander (AAFC) Tim Lowther, Director Operations.
“The Duke of Edinburgh's International Award program has always been popular in the AAFC, with
more than a thousand Cadets currently participating in the Award,” said National Program Manager,
Warrant Officer (AAFC) April-Ann Currie.
"The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is one of the world’s top youth achievement awards,
empowering young Australians aged 14-25 to explore their full potential, with each participant learning
a skill, improving their physical wellbeing, volunteering in their community and going on an adventure.
"The Award complements Australian Air Force Cadets training with a broader range of activities and
skills, and is also internationally recognised," said Warrant Officer (AAFC) Currie.
Since founded in 1956, more than eight million people in over 140 countries and territories have
participated in the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award, which encourages and recognises practical
experiences and life skills to create committed global citizens and help equip young people for life.
"Air Force Cadets get to do the things that most other young people only watch on television, including
learning to fly aircraft solo while still in their mid-teens, using civilian and military rifles, going bush
wearing camouflage uniform, operating military radios, using field signals, learning cooking and
survival skills; as well as enjoying interstate and international travel. They also study aeronautics,
navigation, meteorology and radio communications, first aid and music.
"Cadets seeking promotion to higher ranks also undertake three weeks per year full-time tertiary-level
training in leadership, decision-making, initiative, self-discipline, time-management, clear thinking,
public speaking, management and administration. Involvement in the AAFC can generate credits for the
Year 12 Certificate of Education. In partnership with the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award, the
AAFC is a real game-changer for Australia, giving young people autonomy, responsibility, skills and
courage so they can effectively help lead Australia in every facet of government, business and
community life, well into the 21st Century," said Warrant Officer (AAFC) Currie.
In 2015, the National Board of the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award – Australia approved the
Long Service Medal to recognise significant service to the Award in Australia. The Long Service Medal
is awarded after 10 years of service in a voluntary and/or a paid capacity to the Award. A medal service
clasp is awarded for each additional 10 years’ service. The medal is not issued as part of the Australian
Honours system and therefore can only worn on the right chest of the recipient.
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411 Squadron Australian Air Force Cadets. - January 26 · Swan Hill, VIC ·

411 Squadron were having a great time at the
Swan Hill Australia Day Breakfast, talking to lots
of people and promoting the AAFC.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Branch Events - 2018
ATC/AAFC Branch dates to remember for year 2018.
Friday, February 2nd……………… Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL.
Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL.
Friday, March 2nd……………..
Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL.
Friday, April 6th……………..
Saturday, April 21st……………. Branch AGM, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL.
Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL.
Friday, May 4th……………..
4 Wing, AAFC Annual Parade, Point Cook. ***
Sunday, May 20th…
Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL.
Friday, June 1st………………
Branch Luncheon, Box Hill Rsl.
Friday, July 6th………………..
Reserve Forces Day March & Service @ Shrine of Remembrance. ***
Sunday, July 8th…………….
Friday, August 3rd……………… Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL.
Friday, September 7th…………….. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL.
Friday, October 5th………………. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL.
Branch General Meeting, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL. ***
Saturday, October 13th…
Friday, November 2nd……………. Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL.
AFA’s Annual Pilgrimage & RAAF Nashos’ Memorial Day Service @ Pt Cook***
Sunday, November 11th…
Sunday, December 16th…….
Branch Christmas Luncheon, Upton Room, Box Hill RSL.
PLEASE NOTE:- above items marked thus *** denote dates to be confirmed in due course.

December 2017 Christmas Lunch
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Member Profile
This is your opportunity to tell us about your career or the story of other notable members in the
ATC/AirTC/AAFC/RAAF as a Cadet and/or Staff member. Send us a one or two page story about your
illustrious progress, preferably with pictures. Send it by email text or as an attachment in .txt or .doc file
format to scsiac@bigpond.com or mail it to the Editor. Any print pictures received will be scanned and
the originals returned to the owner.

Member Profile – Hugh Tank
In 1952 I joined the Air Training Corps No 8 Flight, Box Hill High School and attended
Camps at Laverton, Point Cook and Forest Base at Wagga NSW.
As it turned out, I fired more military firearms as a member of the ATC than when I did
my National Service. I fired the .303 Lee Enfield rifle, Bren gun Owen gun, and the
AmericanThompson sub-machine gun.
My National Service.
NATIONAL SERVICE ACT 195I.
"If you have conscientious beliefs that do not allow you to bear arms or undergo training
you must register in the usual way. You must make application for registration as a
conscientious objector as soon as possible after receiving your certificate of registration.
An application form, obtainable front the Employment Office, should be sent to the
Registrar at the National Service Registration Office who will refer it to a Magistrate for
a hearing and determination. The Magistrate will have power to direct either that you be
employed only on duties of a non-combatant nature or that you be exempted from all training".
Hugh James Robert Tank. 3/778108. 20th National Service Training Battalion.
`B' Company. 10 Platoon. 9/7/1957-23/9/57.
Approximately one year before National Service, my father, mother and myself had become interested ia the Seventh Day Adventist Church due to the influence of a distant family relative. Eventually, I
proceeded to become one. My parents did not. I hoped that my number (marble) would come up in the
ballot as I really wanted to do National Service and it did! By 1957, the Navy and Air force had ceased
with National Service, so I had to go into the Army. I was by this time a member of the SDA Church. I
became a Conscientious Objector as was their policy. I had to prove this objection through the
Melbourne Magistrates Court before a Magistrate, which was a harrowing experience in itself. This was
probably worse than doing National Service. The Magistrate granted that I be employed only on duties
of a non-combatant nature.
It was on a cold and wet winter's morning that my father drove me, and a close friend who lived around
the corner from me, into Royal Park. Here we were received by the Department Labour and Military
personnel. My mate went to one tent, I to another. I never saw him again until after National Service.
He was posted to Watsonia Military Camp and I to Puckapunyal. We were then trucked to Spencer
Street Railway Station and then by train to Dysart Siding. At Puckapunyal, I was placed into a "Corps"
like everyone else. Mine being the Medical Corps. "B" Company 10 Platoon. We occupied several
Nissan huts along with the bandsmen (who acted as stretcher bearers during war times). At night we
had jazz sessions in our hut which was great.
After the first several days of being fitted out etc, our platoon were issued with 303 rifles and bayonets.
I was not, along with two other SDAs whom I had not met before. After instruction in a hut on how to
strip down and clean a rifle, had to sit in the back of the class and listen in. We were sent back to our
huts that night to strip and clean rifles.
A young bloke opposite my bunk had never handled a pop-gun let alone a service rifle before and had
no idea on what to do. I sat on his bunk and began to help him. At this moment, an English Sergeant, a
mean bloke who everyone disliked, even the other regulars, came into the hut and screamed at me to let
go the rifle and never touch a weapon as long as I was in the Army! I think it was at that moment that I
learnt that the Regular Army Staff hated COs. It got worse. The next day was Friday and I along with
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the other two COs were marched down to the Commanding Officer's office before 1630hrs. Remember
it was winter and it began to get dark by that time. He were told gruffly and in no uncertain terms that at
“sunset” on Fridays, which was the beginning of the Sabbath for us. that we were to disappear, go up the
hill behind the camp, hide behind a tree or bushes or whatever! The Army didn't want to know we
existed. We obviously were given rations. I can't remember. However we were to appear at the Guard
House before the finish of the Sabbath "Sunset” Saturday. Woe betide us of we did not arrive in time.
We knew then that they hated us.
There was no leave ever to go into Seymour on Saturday nights with the other
blokes; we were given every dirty Job they could throw at us. Latrine duties,
kitchen duties, cleaning out pig slop bins etc. Whatever they could find. This
in turn alienated us further from some of the other blokes in our hut. This went
on all through Saturday night and all day Sunday. I didn't mind, after all we
had all of Friday night and Saturday off doing nothing, so fair was fair in my
mind. This was the case until the day our time at Puckapunyal was over.
The first five weeks were basic training that every Corps had to do before being
settled into their respective Corps training. As a CO I had to do everything our
Platoon did, physical education, route marches, drill, work duties, manoeuvres
etc all this without a rifle or bayonet. This included range firing, hand grenade
throwing etc. I would be in the trench with the others when they threw
grenades, standing behind at a distance during rifle practice. Along with the others I did have to repair
damaged targets in a hut near the range, and help bring up meals etc to the others in the platoon.
There was a small dark skinned young bloke in our platoon, this was unusual, and every one called him
"Darkie”. His real name was Keith Ogden, he came from Albury/Wodonga area, half of our company
came from there. “Darkie" was descended from the Afghan Camel drivers who constructed the Ghan
Train. He was not an aborigine ,and therefore had to do National Service Training. He was also picked
on, but he was a tough guy. For entirely different reasons we were set apart from the other Nashos and
we became good friends.
After basic training we moved into Corps training A.A.M.C.
We were instructed in wound dressing, lectures on medical
conditions and practice etc. We spent time training at the
Pucka Hospital and Morgue. We tested urine samples and
other things and practiced in the wards.
Eventually out of a Battalion of approximately 900 personnel,
800 got the "Hong Kong" flu which had been sweeping
Melbourne. I thought I had escaped it but in the end I came
down with it also. About three days later I was released from
Hospital and given "light duties". The “light duties" in my case
was to dig a trench by our hut when I was waist high in the
trench, I collapsed on top of my shovel. A corporal screamed at me to get back and continue working.
An Army Chaplain came to my rescue and I was placed under his charge for two days. Our Corps
training went on and we finished our course almost a week and a half early. Our instructors said that
they were not going to let us off early to hang around and do nothing. They spent the last of our time
instructing us on women’s anatomy and childbirth. Just as well, as I had to help deliver a baby some
years later.
After three months continuous national service in 1959, I was posted to the third division , Royal
Australian Army Medical Corps 4th Field Ambulance head quartered in North Melbourne. We had been
trained by “K Force”. Korean War veterans. I completed two years part time service in the CMF
“Citizens Military Forces”. We did weekend camps at the “Scrub Hill’ Puckapunyal Military Area and
at the “You Yangs” mountains setting up tented field hospitals. When my time was up I left the Army.
After some time missing Army life I wanted to rejoin. By this time I had drifted away from the SDA
Church and I enlisted in the Victorian Scottish Regiment, my grandfather’s old regiment. At this time
the Australian Government had disbanded state based regiments (eg Melbourne Rifles, Essendon Rifles
and the Victorian Scottish Regiment.) and was changing the Army structure to a national identity.
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So I found myself enlisting in the 1st Royal Victorian Regiment (1RVR), which refused to give up the
Scottish traditions/shoulder patches and kilts for around two years.
At this stage the Army was experimenting with the American “Pentopic Division” (everything in fives),
but then reverted back to the British system of everything in fours. A regiment or battalion comprises
around 900 men at full strength commanded by a Colonel, with the second in command or adjutant
being a Major. The battalion was comprised of three rifle companies and one support company. The
support company, commanded by a Captain, consisted of a Machine gun platoon, a Mortar platoon, an
Assault Pioneers platoon and an Anti-tank platoon. You guessed it. I was assigned to the Anti-Tank
platoon.
To this day the Support “B” Company of 1 RVR retains
its Scottish heritage and is associated with the “Pipes
and Drums” Association. Each year, near ANZAC day,
the surviving members of the 1RVR Association hold
their joint AGM and reunion at the old “B” Company
barracks in Surrey Hills with the young members of the
current Army Reserve serving at the bar, or as part of the
“Pipes and Drums” Association.
For about six years I was the “Almoner” for the
“Whitehorse” sub branch of the “National Servicemen’s
Association. Then I met the then President of the RAAFA Air Cadets Branch, Bob Bennett. I then
joined our Branch. The meetings then were held at RAAFA HQ at Cromwell Street South Yarra.
I then was appointed Almoner of the ATC/AAFC Branch. After an incident concerning one of the
National Servicemen’s Association branches, that affected the Almoner, it was decided by RAAFA to
call the Almoner (ie; me) the Branch Welfare Officer, because the title “Almoner” involved more
stringent legal liability.
___________________________________________________________________________________

Humour
Facebook Video

Major Brian Shul, SR-71 pilot, tells the 'LA Speed Story'
Some comments from Facebook
Pete Butler - I'd like to add a little bit to this cool story. My father was
an ATC (military and civil) when the SR71 was flying. He received a
transmission that requested clearance at 80,000ft. My father chuckled
and said, "buddy if you can make it up to that altitude, you have all the
clearance you want!" The pilot responded, " thanks, starting my
descent now..." radio silence from TRACON! haha you’ve gotta love it!
Joseph Laberge - In 1998 on its final official flight an SR-71 pilot
wanted to display just how fast it could go without betraying its
classified top speed. Leaving Dulles in Washington it radioed to LA
that it was in its control area being 1 hr or less away. That was before
it left the runway! It climbed to rendezvous with a tanker to gas up.
SR’s normally take off light for a host of reasons. It fuelled up.
Disconnected with a full belly (150,000 lbs gross weight. Big bird!)
and punched it. Touched down in 56 minutes, total time!!! Ground
crew could not touch it for 30 minutes. It was too hot to touch.

https://www.facebook.com/golfcharlie232/videos/1464039830354910/?hc_ref=ARSrNoKm3Yjap5tyEA65JrejbMHnlX
fGzGUYD9uXJSG1wzJZxYPd8Mm_G-lrwOfoeKQ&pnref=story
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The A to Zed guide to air combat
From the University of Queensland Alumni and Community magazine “CONTACT”

When a youthful science student saw a girl standing next to a glider in the Great Court during O-Week,
his career began to take flight.
It was love at first sight for Steve ‘Zed’ Roberton AM, and his plans to study medicine were about to
take a very different trajectory.
“UQ’s Gliding Club had a glider on display and I went over because I saw a pretty girl standing near it,”
he remembered. “The glider caught my eye too, so I ended up joining the club.”
That chance encounter blossomed into a lifelong romance with flying, and a career that has taken
Roberton (Bachelor of Science (Chemistry and Mathematics ’88) to the top of the Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF) and earned him membership of the Order of Australia in 2012.
The 49-year-old Air Vice-Marshal – whose nickname ‘Zed’ was adopted as his unique pilot call-sign –
has helped steer some of the RAAF’s most important strategic decisions and combat operations,
rocketing through the ranks.

Air Vice-Marshal Steve 'Zed' Roberton with an F/A–
18F Super Hornet.

A decade ago, Roberton thought he had gone as far as he could with the RAAF. He had a young family
with his wife Libby and UQ was calling him back because that unfulfilled dream of studying medicine
persisted.
However, fate intervened in his career again when he was head-hunted to lead the RAAF’s massive $6.5
billion transition to the F/A–18F Super Hornet, which was to replace the F–111 jets. His RAAF career
trajectory had just gone supersonic.
Roberton credits UQ with providing him with foundational skills for his career.
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“I learned the skills to complete what you start, to research and study effectively and discern what’s
important. “I found that my science-based skills – problem-solving techniques, the ability to work with
other people, and analysing scientifically – are skills that I can apply across various aspects of my job.”

Air Vice-Marshal Steve 'Zed' Roberton (third
from left) provides an update on a situation in
Iraq. Image: Royal Australian Air Force

In 2014, Roberton was identified to command the Air Task Group in Operation OKRA, the Australian
Defence Force’s contribution to the international effort to combat the Daesh (also known as ISIL)
terrorist threat in Iraq and Syria.
Australia’s contribution is being closely coordinated with the Iraqi government, Gulf nations and a
broad coalition of international partners. Early in the operation he found himself alongside many partner
nations coordinating the coalition’s air-combat effort.
“It was important we all stayed focused, making sure we understood why we were there,” he said.
During an Australian-led strike, Iraqi civilians appeared on the operations room’s surveillance screen.
Everyone in the room fell deathly quiet. “We were horrified. A young family was running across the
area we were about to bomb,” Roberton said.
“Because of the training and protocols the Australian team had in place, we managed to divert the strike
point so the family escaped unscathed.
“A solemn moment of reflection and a chill down the spine followed. The presence of civilians in a war
zone is a reality that the best procedures and care cannot nullify. War is a violent and ugly endeavour.”
It was a defining moment for Roberton, who reinforced that there is humanity amidst the horror, which
is the quality that he wants to both drive and underpin his leadership of the men and women of
Australia’s Operational Air Force elements.

What Our Members Are Doing
The Editor and Susie celebrated 50 years of wedded bliss in December.

Pics courtesy of John Amiet.

Members Allan Hobby, Sladen Hope (and Wendy) and Vic Stewart (and Anita) helped with the
celebrations.
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A Curiosity
Snow in the Sahara
On rare occasions, snow can fall on the high places of the Sahara Desert.

A satellite view of snowfall in the Sahara Desert.
NASA Earth Observatory / Joshua Stevens

For the second time in three years, snow accumulated in the desert near the northern Algerian town of
Aïn Séfra. Sometimes called the “gateway to the desert,” the town of 35,000 people sits between the
Sahara and the Atlas Mountains.
According to news and social media accounts, anywhere from 10 to 30 centimetres of snow accumulated
on January 8, 2018, on some higher desert elevations (1000 meters or more above sea level). Social
media photos showed citizens sliding down snow-covered sand dunes. Warming temperatures melted
much of it within a day.
On January 8, the Landsat 8 satellite captured the data for this natural-colour image of the snow in the
Sahara Desert. The Landsat 8 image was then draped over a global digital elevation model by a scientist
from NASA Earth Observatory.

News of former Air Cadet Staff
Doug Williams reports that former VICAIRTC staff member, Alan Blaxland, now resident in England
has just completed a Science degree majoring in Chemistry. Good to see that our older members are
keeping their brains active.
We regret to report that former Air Training Corps Staff member Trevor Bickerstaff passed away
recently. Dave Crickmore has advised:- “Trevor was an active member of the RAAF General Reserve
attached to the ATC for instructional duties as we all were. From memory he was a Flying OFficercould be wrong there. A great friend of Keith Anderson. Not sure which Flight he attended.”
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Book Review – This review is an extract from the original in “The Age”
Double sunrise: How Qantas preserved vital link to Britain during
World War II
Courage in the Skies by Jim Eames.

By 1942, the Japanese were established in every landfall
between Australia and Singapore. It was at this point that
Qantas founder Hudson Fysh proposed to the government
that a fleet of Catalina flying boats be used to link Australia to
Britain via Ceylon (present-day Sri Lanka), a flight of more
than 5600 kilometres through enemy-controlled skies.
Although accommodation for the Qantas personnel was
scattered throughout the city, few residents of Perth were aware
of the role of these dark-coloured aircraft that operated only a
few miles from the city centre. One commonly held belief was
that they were heading off for missions to Papua New Guinea,
and while such a misconception guaranteed the secrecy of the
operation, for some it had a negative side.
Catalina crews were officially on the RAAF Reserve, but for
security reasons they wore civilian clothes while off-duty, a
requirement for which [first officer] Rex Senior suffered several
unpleasant consequences, once receiving a white feather neatly
enclosed in an envelope. Then, while walking to work one
morning through Kings Park, he stopped at a kiosk to buy
cigarettes, only to be told by the woman behind the counter: "Go and join up. There are no cigarettes for
bludgers."
At the other end of the route in Karachi, Senior would experience another incident which would baffle
him for the rest of his life. Walking with one of his close friends, navigator Dolf Nuske, down a Karachi
street, they were approached by a small Pakistani man who offered to tell their fortunes.

The 'Double Sunrise' Catalinas being serviced on the
ramp at Nedlands on the Swan River, with Vega Star in
the foreground.

For the equivalent of 10 shillings the man produced what
would turn out to be an almost textbook preview of Senior's life, but when Nuske held out his hand the
man handed back his money with the comment: "No tell, master." Within two years, Nuske was dead,
killed when his aircraft disappeared over the Indian Ocean.
In June 1944, the four-engine B-24 Liberator landplanes were delivered to Qantas and began to parallel
the Catalinas on the route, now using Learmonth as their first Australian landfall. Not only were they
able to carry five times the load of the Catalinas but slash 10 hours off the flight time between Ceylon
and Australia. With their entry on the route came another significant company development: the
introduction of the "Kangaroo Service", the result of a brainstorm between Hudson Fysh and [pilot] Bill
Crowther and a trademark which remains in the Qantas operations today.
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Bearing a kangaroo emblem on the nose, the Liberators gradually began to supersede the Catalinas,
which flew their final trips in July 1945. Soon after the Nedlands base was closed and the Western
Operations Division headquarters moved inland to Guildford. There would, however, be some lasting
mementoes of this unique service. Every passenger carried received a coloured certificate denoting their
membership of "The Secret Order of the Double Sunrise" for experiencing the sunrise twice during their
more than 24-hour flight.
Hudson Fysh (second from right) pictured
during the loading of Qantas aircraft at Port
Moresby.

Somewhat fittingly, and just by chance, Fysh, the man who had done most to carry the fight for the
establishment of the service, became the holder of the Double Sunrise certificate for the longest of the
Catalina flights - from Ceylon to Perth in 31 hours and 15 minutes - on his way back from talks in
London in August 1943.
Even after the war, Lester Brain would meet American airmen who found it hard to believe what the
Qantas Catalinas had achieved, considering their own 2500-mile (4000-kilometre) stretch between
California and Honolulu the ultimate challenge.

The Double Sunrise certificate earned by Hudson Fysh
in August 1943 when he flew home on the Catalina
service after a visit to Britain. The flight took 32 hours,
the longest ever recorded for the crossing.
Even with the coming of the jet age the Indian Ocean service
stands as an incredible accomplishment, particularly when pitted against the very strict guidelines
surrounding the operation of twin-engine aircraft over water, guidelines which existed well into the jet
age. By the time they were withdrawn from service the Catalinas had crossed the Indian Ocean 271
times, experiencing only six in-flight engine shutdowns, a lasting tribute to the work of [engineer Norm]
Roberts' men and the reliability of their engines.
Fysh would describe the Indian Ocean service as 'the most fascinating and romantic undertaking ever
performed by Qantas". Other aviation accolades would follow when the veil of secrecy was lifted after
the war, although Fysh himself would repeatedly fail in his efforts to gain for them official recognition,
despite pointing out the crews faced the same risks flying through enemy skies as any of their military
counterparts. Had they been shot down and captured they would have suffered a similar fate.
Frustrated, he created his own special company award, the "Long-Range Operations Gold Star", which
would later become known as "The Crowther Cross", to be worn on the uniforms of those who took part.
As for the faithful Catalinas? Sadly, they were destined for a watery grave.
Due to the terms of Lend Lease under which any World War II aircraft emanating from the United
States were forbidden from having any impact on the economy of the country to which they had been
loaned at the end of hostilities, the four aircraft still in Perth were flown out to sea near Rottnest Island
in November 1945, set with explosive charges and scuttled.
ATC/AAFC Newsletter February 2018

Page 13

Ironically, as if defying fate to the end, Rigel Star refused to submit to the explosive charges and
wouldn't sink, forcing those charged with despatching her to fire 500 rounds of .303 bullets before she
caught alight and disappeared. The fifth Catalina, Spica Star, then at Rose Bay, was sunk off Sydney
three months later.
As for the men who flew and serviced them, many would go on to stellar careers in Qantas and
Australian aviation.
Courage in the Skies by Jim Eames is published by Allen & Unwin, RRP $29.99.

AAFC/AIRTC Historical Items
Please send in any of your old ATC/AAFC photographs with a small explanation of the circumstances.
A picture is worth a thousand words.
Heard of the Air Training Corps/AAFC Memorabilia Collection? Located at Benalla Aviation Museum
at Benalla Airport in Victoria, this display is highly recommenced for a group visit.
See more at www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/

Internet Links of Interest
RAAFA ATC/AAFC Branch page
raafavic.org.au/content/758/branch-atc-aafc
National Servicemen’s Association www.nashos.org.au/
Air Force News
www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/RAAF/Default.asp
____________________________________________________________________________________

RAAF ASSOCIATION VICTORIA

ATC/AAFC BRANCH

ATTENTION - ALL ADULT MEMBERS
of the

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS
The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (Victorian Division) would welcome you as a member of our
Branch. As part of this proud Association with its long standing record of Service, the
ATC/AAFC Branch membership consists of former ATC, AirTC and former and currently
serving members of the AAFC. Associate memberships are available for partners.
For membership enquiries, please contact:
Laurie Bell – Branch President
Hugh Tank – Branch Secretary
43 Stenhouse Av, Brooklyn, 3012 Vic. 11 Paulette Court , Blackburn South,
3130, Victoria.
03 9314 6223 or 0412 505 887
03 9877 3424
laurieandadel@gmail.com
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General Enquiries
The Air Force Association:
03 9813 4600
office@raafavic.org.au
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