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RAAF ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 
 

   

 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 
ABN 96 091 342 304 

 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 
Issue  No 66 
October 2017 

 
 
 

President’s Message 
 

 

Hello everyone and I hope you’re 

enjoying the much improved weather 

which has finally arrived as much as I 

am.  It’s been really nice to feel warm for 

a change.  I’m pleased to be able to 

extend another warm welcome to our 

newest AAFC member, Brian Lewis of 

408 SQN who joined us just in time to 

miss out on being included amongst our 

welcome to the new members in our 

August issue. 

On Tuesday the 22
nd

 of August, the Air Force Association 

organised as one of its free “Meet a Mate” excursions, a bus trip 

down to the Vietnam Veterans’ Museum at Phillip Island.  A tasty 

lunch was provided in the Restoration Building after which we 

were separated into groups and taken on a guided tour of the 

museum.  The collection and display has grown enormously since 

I visited it only a few years ago and it’s well worth the trip if you 

can make it. 

I made mention in our previous newsletter of the Air Force 

Band’s free concerts at the Melbourne Town Hall and I’m pleased 

to say that the response from Association members who will be 

attending the coming one on Sunday the 8
th

 of October has 

surpassed that of the previous concert.   

 

Office  Holders 

President  Laurie Bell 

Vice President  Peter Wilson 

Secretary  Hugh Tank 

Treasurer  Tony Synhur 

Delegate  John MacDonald 

Branch AAFC 
Liaison Officer 

 WGCDR (AAFC)  
Shaun Young 

   

Newsletter Editor  Ian Cohn 

 
 

Please send your contributions to 
scsiac@bigpond.com 

Or  
Box 486, Mt Beauty, VIC, 3699 

 

Deadline for next issue  -  
23November17 

 
 
 
 

Welfare 
 

Branch Welfare Officers 
Hugh Tank   on 03 9877 3424 

and Peter Wilson 
 

If you are aware of any member who is 
unwell please contact Hugh or Peter. 

 

mailto:scsiac@bigpond.com
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President’s Message continued from page 1 

Many only see and think of the Air Force Band in its role of being a Military Marching Band, but it is 

far more than this.  To see the full band and hear the variety of music it is capable of presenting is 

nothing but outstanding and not to be missed.  These musicians are World Class by any standards.  So 

watch out for notification of future concert dates and do yourself a favour. (Here endeth the well- 

deserved commercial). 

Enjoy the following newsletter content which has been so painstakingly assembled by our ever-eager 

Editor, Ian Cohn and please AAFC Squadrons, feel free to contribute any items of interest which will 

not only make Ian’s task so much easier but it will also let our always interested ex 

ATC/AirTC  members know what you’re doing or have been doing.  This Branch is now yours to share, 

and it will be your Branch wholly and solely in the future.   

Cheers all and best wishes, 

Laurie. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Late news – Vale Steve Box 

We have just received sad news that Branch Chaplain Air Commodore (Retd) Steve Box passed away 

early on Thursday 5
th

 of October.   

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vale June Baensch 

Sadly member June Baensch has passed away.  June was a great supporter of husband Bert in his work 

for the VICAIRTC. 

Bert served as a SIG, with several RAF and RAAF units in UK during WW2, and was a member of The 

Odd Bods Group.  After WW2 he served with the then Repatriation Commission, later Department of 

Veterans Affairs.  I think at one stage he was the Registrar.  An original member of the DVA Group that 

used to meet at the OMESS in Dorcas Street for lunch of a Tuesday afternoon.  Caught up with them 

when I was at LOGCOM. 

From memory, he was a member of 17 FLT CAULFIELD.  He was PMC of the VICSQN ATC 

OMESS  from 1966-1969 when Jack Iverson was CO, and later in 1978 and 1981-1985 when Barry 

Videon was CO.  Bert was an enthusiastic supporter of VICAIRTC Cadet flying activities supplying 

some personal finance for these activities.   

He was appointed as Community Involvement Officer as part of the team when I was appointed RCOM 

on 19 Nov 78, but resigned.  John Barassi took over the job and produced the first 4 WG magazine 

"Antenna". 

Bert and June were a very social couple, and enjoyed their time with the Squadron and later 4 Wing. 

 

From David Crickmore. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vale Brent Espeland 

AVM (RETD) BRENT ESPELAND, AM - 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT OF THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION 

Dear Friends 

Sadly Brent Espeland passed away recently following a short battle with cancer.  I had the pleasure of 

working for him in the mid 90s and more recently enjoyed his company in the Air Force 

Association.  Brent was an outstanding officer and a gentleman.  He was a champion for veterans, and 

selflessly contributed to many voluntary and other entities that assisted the needy and poor in 

health.  We have lost a wonderful man but should be thankful he walked amongst us.   

Carl 

 

Carl Schiller, OAM CSM 

President 

Air Force Association (Victorian Division) 

Mob: 0412 814 212 

AAFC News 

 

 
Another fantastic day at the 4WG GST at RAAF East Sale!  Cadets had a tour through the kitchen and 

mess facilities including the OTS Mess, Sergeants and sneak peek into the Officer's Mess.  Cadets were 

also treated to private tour of the new PC21's.  Before ending the night at the movies, we invited 3rd 

year ADFA Cadets who were visiting 1FTS for the week to dinner to chat with the AAFC Cadets about 

ADFA and their experiences. 
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On Wednesday 4
th

 of October, 200 4WG Cadets and 

Staff flew in a KC-30A Multi Role Tanker Transport, 

which is a heavily modified Airbus A330 airliner, 

enabling Air Force to conduct both air-to-air refuelling 

and provide strategic air lift. Cadets flew from Avalon 

over Bass Strait to the northern tip of Tasmania and 

then back over Phillip Island.  Thanks to SQNLDR 

(AAFC) John Gibbs and Staff both at Avalon and Point 

Cook who supported this joint 2WG and 4WG activity. 

 

 

CCPL Angie O’Sullivan from 403SQN with KC-30A 

crewmembers during the 4WG flight from Avalon in 

Melbourne to Tasmania and return.  Cadets had some 

spectacular views and were given the opportunity to 

interact with Pilots, Loadmasters and Crew during this 

wonderful AAFC aviation experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AAFC Cadet Achieves Pilot Certificate 
 

Our Branch Executive and many 1950 vintage branch members are pleased to report on the 

achievements and progress of an AAFC Cdt Sgt Amelia Mentiplay-Smith of No.20 Sqn., Victorian 

Wing / Wagga Sqn., N.S.W. Wing who not only soloed in a Tecnam P.92 Echo Super Echo Light Sport 

Aircraft at Benalla when she was aged only 16 years but has now gained a full Pilot Certificate after 

completing year 12 at the Sir Weary Dunlop campus of Benalla P.12 College where she was Dux of the 

year.  She is now attending a University Course in medical science at Wagga.  Amelia soloed in just 2 

hours on the LSA after 18 hours of previous experience. in a Cessna 150 some 2 years prior.  She has 

demonstrated remarkable skill in trimming the aircraft and fly's very well. So if that’s the case what 

excuse do you have ? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vale Bob Sutherland 
 

Bob was the initial Flight Commander of 12 Flight Victorian Squadron Air Training Corps when the 

Flight was reformed in 1991, nearly 45 years after the original 12 Squadron was disbanded after WWII. 

Bob was instrumental in getting the fledging unit up and running, overseeing the nomadic early years 

when the unit had no fixed address and paraded at various school locations in Albury.  It was as a result  

of his efforts combined with other members of the local RAAFA, that the Squadron was finally able to 

secure land at the Albury Airport and to get the initial buildings required to house the cadets and staff. 

Bob was Flight Commander for 5 years, retiring from the organisation at the end of 1995. 

Bob was a former officer in the RAAF, reaching the rank of SQNLDR.  He was managing the local 

Gunnersens store in Albury in the early 1990's until it was closed.  He and his wife Margaret then 

purchased and ran a wholesale food distribution in Wodonga for a number of years before finally 

retiring. 

Bob was an active member of the local RAAF Association and a strong supporter of 412 Squadron 

Australian Air Force Cadets. 

Vale. 

 

From Shaun Young   WGCDR(AAFC) 
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Events - 2017 

Friday, October 6
th

    Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL 

Saturday, October 14
th

   Branch General Meeting, Upton room, Box Hill RSL 

Friday, November 3
rd

    Branch Luncheon, Box Hill RSL 

Sunday, November 19
th

 1100 hrs Combined Service of the RAAF Association’s Annual Pilgrimage 

to Point Cook & the RAAF Nashos’ Memorial Day  

Sunday, December 17
th  

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON Upton Room Box Hill RSL. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

September Meeting 2017 

   

______________________________________________________________ 

Member Profile 

This is your opportunity to tell us about your career or the story of other notable members in the 

ATC/AirTC/AAFC/RAAF as a Cadet and/or Staff member.  Send us a one or two page story about your 

illustrious progress, preferably with pictures.  Send it by email text or as an attachment in .txt or .doc file 

format to scsiac@bigpond.com or mail it to the Editor.  Any print pictures received will be scanned and 

the originals returned to the owner.   

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

What Our Members Are Doing 

Bob Eastgate’s Mustang 

 

Last month member Bob Eastgate very kindly invited your editor to review progress on the restoration 

of his CA-18 Mk.21 Mustang A68-104.  Susie and I went out to Essendon Airport and Bob and son Rob 

gave us a guided tour of the restoration in progress.  We last viewed progress in October 2015.  Since 

then slow but steady progress  has been made.  (See the December 2015 Newsletter for that report). 

mailto:scsiac@bigpond.com
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Working on weekends, Bob, Rob and a dedicated team of helpers including AAFC Director Aviation 

Operations WGCDR (AAFC) Stephen Pepper, are gradually moving VH-BOB towards flight status. 

 

Whilst conducting a joy flight on 5th April 2008 Mustang VH-BOB suffered a 'wheels up emergency 

landing with minimal damage. The pilot and passenger escaped without injury.  (The incident is on 

YouTube — www.youtube.com/watch?v=ze2nEipDLR0). 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

News from former ATC/AAFC Cadets 

Former AIRTC 1 FLT Frognall Cadet Warren Canning (early 1970s) has recently featured in an article 

in the Herald- Sun. 

Your Editor flew with Warren’s Dad, Clive, as a member of the Royal Victorian Aero Club during the 

1970s.  Clive constructed a Thorp T-18 two-seat aircraft and flew it from Australia to England in 1976. 

In response to an enquiry from your Editor, Warren has emailed:- 

I went on to have a career with Defence, including in the Defence Science & Technology Organisation 

from where I retired 3 years ago as Head Advanced Aerospace Concepts Program Office and I now 

lead the development of Air Force’s new Flight Test Instrumentation System NIFTI in my defence 

industry role: 

In addition to a share in the Yak-52 that was in the Herald-Sun article, which I used for Aerobatic 

Warbird Adventure Flights for many years and also flew in the RAAF’s 90
th

 Anniversary Air Pilgrimage 

with a 92 year old ex-456 SQN Mosquito Night Fighter Pilot and dear friend as my co-pilot, I have a 

Vans RV6 and a share of a Cessna 182, all based here at Kyneton Airfield.  The Kyneton Aero Club has 

just won RAeS/Australian Flying Magazine “Aero Club of the Year” in recognition of all the work we 

do to promote airmanship and aviation safety and in supporting the community, including our ANZAC 

Day Commemorative Fly-pasts that I lead in the Yak-52 (the photo is of the form heading in for the Fly-

past of the 2016 Mt Macedon Cross Dawn Service).  With a mate I am also scratch building a Whisky IV 

Experimental aircraft that was also featured in the newspaper. 

Cheers 

Warren 

http://aerospacetestinginternational.com/articles.php?ArticleID=1857  

http://airforcenews.realviewdigital.com/?iid=143053&startpage=page0000017#folio=16  

http://data.axmag.com/data/VIP/201511/U7668/F359574/FLASH/index.html?page=24  

 

        

http://aerospacetestinginternational.com/articles.php?ArticleID=1857
http://airforcenews.realviewdigital.com/?iid=143053&startpage=page0000017#folio=16
http://data.axmag.com/data/VIP/201511/U7668/F359574/FLASH/index.html?page=24
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Book Review 

 
Testing To The Limits 1 
British Test Pilots Since 1910 
Addicott to Huxley 
Review by John Baxter 

 

 

Wow!  I was intrigued with this book as soon as I saw 

it.  I expected much from it and I was not disappointed.  

In fact, it turned out far, far better than expected.  I’ve 

been familiar with and read Ken Delve’s writings 

before, quite often (he’d been editor of the magazine 

Flypast for years and also published Wrecks and 

Relics and other titles).  I knew about his passion for 

aviation and I think that of all the pieces he’s written, 

this is the one that stands tallest and is a real credit to 

his writing skills, his research capabilities and, of 

course, the men he described within this volume. 

 

Testing To The Limits 1 was published by Crecy 

Publishing Limited in 2015.  It’s a 238 page book with 

laminated covers and dustjacket.  Its contents include 

the histories of 164 test pilots, many familiar names but all painstakingly researched in a massive 

testimonial to their craft.  Preceding their biographies are several chapters describing their role, the 

making of test pilots and much, much more – all lavishly illustrated with colour and b&w photos.  If 

you’re my vintage, you’ll instantly recognise one of the photos on page 49.  I recall it vividly when it 

appeared, I think, in the Melbourne Herald in September 1962. 

 

This book is filled with an amazing amount of information, all quite readable but so extensively 

researched that it really is an aviation masterpiece.  It’s so extensive that I found I couldn’t read it all 

through in one go.  However, it was enjoyable, informative and a great source of data as well as 

another happy walk down memory lane.  I found myself saying “Yes” so many times in just reading 

the Introduction as Ken Delve recalls how and why he wrote this first of two volumes. 

It concludes with two very important appendices – ‘Abbreviations and Acronyms’ and 

‘Bibliography’; and two equally important indices – ‘Test Pilots by Manufacturer’ and ‘Aircraft 

Types and First Flighting Pilots’.  These four inclusions make for quick ready reference and are the 

icing on the cake! 

 

So, all hyperbole aside, is it worthwhile?  An unequivocal “Yes!”  It’s a really good read; it’s 

informative; it’s extensive in its research and presentation and it’s superbly illustrated on top quality 

stock so reproduction of pictures and text is excellent.  It’s also value for money, another important 

aspect.  And equally important, it is available from Hyland’s Bookshop in Melbourne 

hylandsbookshop@gmail.com or 03 9654 7448 for about $60. 

 

Many thanks to Ms Orietta Colussi of DLS Australia for the review copy. 

 

mailto:hylandsbookshop@gmail.com
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AAFC/AIRTC Historical Items 
 

Please send in any of your old ATC/AAFC photographs with a small explanation of the circumstances.  

A picture is worth a thousand words. 

Heard of the Air Training Corps/AAFC Memorabilia Collection?  Located at Benalla Aviation Museum 

at Benalla Airport in Victoria, this display is highly recommenced for a group visit.   

See more at www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/  

       
1980s Recruiting Brochure 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Internet Links of Interest 

Another time lapse storm movie from Mike Oblinski  https://vimeo.com/226958858 

Glider Height Record Exceeded – The Perlan Project 

 
 

News from the Perlan Project as they push above 52,000ft over Patagonia. 

The Perlan pressurised glider has been flown at a record altitude of 52,172ft 

(15.9km).  The aircraft's two pilots achieved the feat in the skies above 

Argentina's Patagonia region.  The height represented a 3% gain over a record set 

in 2006.  The adventurers took advantage of atmospheric waves generated by 

strong polar winds to help lift their carbon fibre-based vehicle high into the stratosphere.  However, their 

ultimate goal is to surpass 90,000ft. 

 

See the full story from the BBC:-  www.bbc.com/news/technology-41172587 

 

RAAFA ATC/AAFC Branch page   raafavic.org.au/branch-information/atc-aafc/  

http://www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/
http://www.benallaaviationmuseum.org.au/
https://vimeo.com/226958858
http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-41172587
http://www.raafavic.org.au/bi_atc.php
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Mystery object – What is it?  Answer 

 

This is the fireball for the first ever atomic bomb “Trinity”.  The Trinity explosion, 16 ms after 

detonation.  The viewed hemisphere's highest point in this image is about 200 metres (660 ft) high. 

Trinity was the code name of the first detonation of a nuclear weapon.  It was conducted by the United 

States Army at 5:29 a.m. on July 16, 1945, as part of the Manhattan Project. 

See also:- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_(nuclear_test)  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RAAF ASSOCIATION VICTORIA 

 

   
 

ATC/AAFC BRANCH 

 

ATTENTION - ALL ADULT MEMBERS 
of the  

AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CADETS 
 

 

The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (Victorian Division) would welcome you as a member of our 

Branch.  As part of this proud Association with its long standing record of Service, the 

ATC/AAFC Branch membership consists of former ATC, AirTC and former and currently 

serving members of the AAFC.   Associate memberships are available for partners. 

 

For membership enquiries, please contact: 

 

Laurie Bell – Branch President 

43 Stenhouse Av, Brooklyn, 3012 Vic. 

03 9314 6223 or 0412 505 887 

laurieandadel@gmail.com    

 

Hugh Tank – Branch Secretary 

11 Paulette Court , Blackburn South, 

3130, Victoria. 

General Enquiries 

The Air Force Association:  

03 9813 4600 

office@raafavic.org.au  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_(nuclear_test
mailto:adel@gmail.com
mailto:office@raafavic.org.au

